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Bob Bond takes us on a nostalgic journey through 
football history, from the first FA Cup Final played 

at Wembley Stadium in 1923 through to the 
modern era. This captivating collection of match 

cartoons will evoke fond and light-hearted 
memories of a time when football cartoons were a 

feature in most newspapers.  
 

Readers will see how the game evolved through almost 
a century of Wembley cartoons, with each illustration 
contextualised with memories or explanations and a concise 
match report. Every era has its famous players, and the 
book also holds over 100 caricatures of footballers and 
managers who made Wembley a special place.  
 
Home of English Football is guaranteed to delight 

parents and grandparents with a yearning for 
days of yore, but it will also fascinate younger 
fans who were raised in the digital age. Take a 
trip down memory lane with the history of 

England’s most esteemed football 
ground elegantly depicted in 

illustrated form. 

Bob Bond was born in Lancashire 
at the start of the Second World 
War. He always loved drawing, and 
began to illustrate children’s comics 
in the 1960s before moving, at the 

behest of his employer, into drawing sports stories. 
Bob moved to the south of England 40 years ago, 
and continues to illustrate football books, magazines 
and programmes with cartoons, caricatures and 
serious drawings. He has written and illustrated a 
number of club histories.

Home of English Football: 100 Years of 
Wembley Stadium in Cartoons and Caricatures 
is a treasure trove of English football history. 

Within these pages you will discover:   
 

The afternoon when a man on a white horse 
made football history

The day England were dismantled by 
Scotland’s wee wizards

The sunny afternoon when Stanley Matthews took 
home an elusive FA Cup winner’s medal

The shocking November day when Ferenc Puskas 
and his magical Magyars rode into town and 

proved England were no longer invincible

A day when it was Scotland’s turn to 
leak goals by the bucket-load

The July afternoon when Alf’s wingless 
wonders won the World Cup

The evening when Matt Busby’s European 
dream finally came true

A day Second Division Sunderland 
derailed the mighty Leeds machine

The evening when the clown reduced 
England to tears

And many more memorable moments, 
all in cartoons.

£19.99
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Wembley 
Stadium
Two words that make the heart beat faster, and bring back to the players and 
the fans good memories as well as bitter disappointments. Even when you were 
standing – yes, standing – in the driving wind and rain on a November afternoon, 
watching a meaningless England game, it was still a magical place to be.

This book will bring back some of those memories of what some people now call 
the ‘good old days’.

Originally built to host the British Empire 
Exhibition, the old stadium has also been home 
to the 1948 Olympic Games, rugby league 
finals, American football occasions, 
multiple pop concerts, and much more. 
This book is about football only, with 
caricature illustrations, rambling reports 
and, above all, the match cartoons.

The match cartoon was a whole new ball game. 
Well, the same ball game really, but a different way of looking at it. The cartoon 
would appear in Monday’s edition of a newspaper, next to the written report of 
the game. This book is in no way comprehensive. It is simply a selection of the 
hundreds of football matches to have been played at Wembley. A lot of great games 
have been missed out, and one or two of little importance are included.

Most of the cartoons were originally drawn in monochrome. Only later have they 
been enhanced with colour. That doesn’t make them any funnier. Some of the later 
ones were drawn at the time of the event. The earlier ones, of course, have been 
done in ‘retro’. Some of the captions and comments may appear more than once. 

Most cartoonists can’t recall what they drew ten days ago, let alone ten years. Also 
this is not a book of statistics, although you might find the odd one here or there.

If you’ve got this far, read on.
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‘Wembley is the Cathedral of Football...’ Pele

It is now almost 100 years since the original Wembley Stadium was constructed. 
In 1922 King George V picked up the royal spade and dug up the first sod. Three 
hundred days later the building of the stadium was completed, which seems 
remarkably quick. Reports say that it cost £750,000, which 
seems remarkably cheap – except that money went a lot 
further back then.

It was built primarily to house the great British Empire 
Exhibition, planned for 1924, and because of this the 
new venue was called the Empire Stadium. The work was 
completed only three days before the first big football match 
was due to be played there – the 1923 FA Cup Final.

The grandstand and the wooden terraces still had to be safety tested. 
It must have been quite a sight to see 1,200 men of all shapes and sizes 
doing synchronised sitting and standing in various places to make sure there could 
be no collapse of the structure. 

‘Everybody up; everybody down!’

The two impressive towers were quite a feature of the 
new stadium, and a trademark. The ‘Twin Towers’ also 
became an instantly recognisable nickname. And there 

were famously the 39 steps for the tired players to climb 
to the Royal Box to receive their trophy and 
medals.

Community singing became another 
feature of FA Cup Final day. The hymn 

‘Abide With Me’ was first sung at 
the 1927 final. Because Cardiff 
City were one of the teams 
involved, ‘Land of my Fathers’ 

was sung with even more 
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Wembley stadium

fervour, and the Welshmen were so inspired that they beat the mighty Arsenal. It 
was also the first time a commentary of the FA Cup Final was broadcast. To help 
the unimaginative listener a grid was printed in the Radio Times.

As well as the commentary, a 
voiceover would tell in which part 
of the field the action was taking 
place. So originated the expression 
‘back to square one’.

Arthur Caiger, in his famous white 
suit, became the conductor of 
the community singing after the 
Second World War, and continued 
doing it until 1962.

King George VI only arrived at 
Wembley after the singing had finished for the day, and asked, ‘How did they sing, 
Arthur?’

‘Cracking well, your Majesty!’ replied Mr C.

King George added, ‘That’s good – they’ve not had very much to sing about lately.’

Depending on the finalists, Arthur had favourite local songs in his repertoire, such 
as ‘She’s a Lassie from Lancashire’, ‘Blaydon Races’, ‘Ilkley Moor Baht ‘at’, ‘Maybe it’s 
because I’m a Londoner’, and many, many more.

In 1963 a new roof was put on the stadium, so now nobody should get wet while 
watching. And an electronic scoreboard was added, so nobody would have to ask, 
‘What’s the score now, Percy?’

But it was only cosmetic. There was a World Cup coming to England, and the 
stadium was looking old and tired. 

It would have to last another 40 years before anything was done about it.

Meanwhile here are some reminders of the romance that was Wembley.
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1923
The Empire Stadium

At last England had a sporting venue fit for an emperor and king. So impressive, 
and large enough to accommodate everyone who wanted to come and witness any 
sporting event.

And football had the privilege of being the first such event at this magnificent new 
arena, with its splendid twin towers, as Bolton Wanderers would play West Ham 
United in the FA Cup Final.

Bolton were comfortably in the middle of the First Division. Their progress in 
the cup was courtesy of young David Jack, already one of England’s most prolific 
goalscorers. He had scored the winners in most of Bolton’s cup matches, including 
the only goal in their semi-final against Sheffield United.

West Ham were then only a Second Division side, but knocking on the door of 
promotion. They’d had a good season, and had scored five times in their semi-final 
win over Derby County.

Many of their cup goals had been knocked in by Billy Moore. Bring in the fans, 
bring on the teams.
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1923

GEORGE KAY skippered West Ham 
in this first Wembley final. He had a 

fine game and was unlucky to be a 
loser. 

Later, as a manager, he led Liverpool 
to the First Division championship 
in 1947 and, although a sick man, he 
returned to Wembley in 1950 to lead out 

his team in the FA Cup Final. Again he 
was a loser.

JOE SMITH spent almost 
all of his playing career with 
Bolton Wanderers, and was a 
good enough striker to play 

for England. He won the 
FA Cup in 1923 and 1926. 

Joe also returned to 
Wembley as a manager, 

taking Blackpool to 
three finals, and finally 

to victory in 1953 – 
against Bolton.

Home of English Football.indd   11 11/03/2021   14:20



— 12 —

Home of englisH football

Home of English Football.indd   12 11/03/2021   14:20



— 13 —

1923

As everyone soon realised, the Football Association had spectacularly 
underestimated the interest in the first match at the new Wembley.

Not many advance tickets had been issued, and it was pay at the gate for most fans. 
While officially 126,000 people paid to get in, many more climbed over gates and 
turnstiles and entered without paying. It was estimated that close on 200,000 got 
inside the stadium and spilled off the terraces and on to the pitch itself.

‘Clear the pitch, gentlemen. Make room for the players! If you want to see a game, 
move back please!’

Police Constable George Storey and his horse Billy were the heroes of the day, 
helping to clear the playing area by pushing people back to the touchline.

As they saw their monarch arrive and sit in his royal seat, the crowd spontaneously 
burst into ‘God Save the King!’, and the game began 45 minutes late. David Jack 
scored the first goal after only two minutes.

The crowd were the touchlines and in many instances the ball bounced back into 
play off spectators without a throw-in being given!

When John Smith scored the second goal, his shot hit the spectators crammed at 
the back of the net and rebounded into play. Many of the onlookers thought it had 
hit a post, but the referee knew it was a goal.

So it was 2-0 to the Wanderers, and King George handed the trophy to Joe Smith, 
their captain. West Ham consoled themselves by winning promotion.
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1928
In 1928 Wembley was the venue for the match with the greatest rivalry of all – 
England versus Scotland.

It was to be only the second time the countries had met at the new stadium, and 
when people saw the 11 that Scotland had chosen, it was greeted with a mixture of 
despair and derision.

The derision was because the tallest of the five Scottish forwards was just 5ft 
7in. And many of the players were attached to English clubs anyway, which did 
not endear them to most Scottish fans. So newspapers north of the border were 
scathing in their criticism of the selectors.

It became a music hall joke. On stage, 
comedians asked aloud, ‘Would the Scots 
also be bringing Snow White to go with 
these vertically challenged men?’

England had chosen a good team, strong 
and tall and fit, and there was the famous 
Dixie Dean to knock the goals in. It was 
difficult to see how they could possibly be 
beaten.

The day before the game, Scotland’s skipper had 
told his players, ‘When you go to bed, pray for rain.’
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1928

This was not one of DIXIE DEAN’s better 
days. But how centre halves must have 
trembled at the prospect of facing Dean at 
his rampant best. A man who could score 
60 goals for his club in one First Division 
season must have been a fearsome foe. 

Dean scored one of Everton’s goals against 
Manchester City in the 1933 FA Cup Final and 

carried the trophy back to Merseyside afterwards.

But this day at Wembley saw ALEX JAMES at 
his very best. With his baggy shorts flapping, 
he toyed with England’s ponderous defence. 
His quick thinking led to him scoring one 
of Arsenal’s goals to win the 1930 final, 
and he would return to the stadium six 

years later to skipper the Gunners 
to another FA Cup success.

You don’t have to be tall to be an effective 
centre-forward, as HUGHIE GALLACHER 
proved with a record haul of goals for Newcastle, 

Chelsea and Scotland.
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1928

If they did pray, their prayers were answered. The rain made the pitch just that bit 
slippery, and the wee Scots used the conditions better than England. The home 
defenders turned slowly, like great ships at sea, and the Scottish forwards were 
gone with the ball. England might have scored first, Billy Smith smacking his 
shot against a post. Before he even had time to rue his bad fortune Scotland had 
broken to the other end with a fast, flowing move, and Alex Jackson had headed a 
brilliant goal. It was a confidence-booster for the Scots, and they began to pass the 
ball around as if they owned the place. By contrast England were shaken, and Alex 
James scored a superb second before half-time. And because the ones he was given 
were too brief, James had to ask for a pair of his own baggy shorts to be sent for.

Skipper Jimmy McMullan directed operations from midfield, and all those tiny 
forwards were untouchable. James (two) and Jackson (three) got the goals, but 
Jimmy Dunn, Alan Morton and Hughie Gallacher were equally excellent. 

England’s last-minute goal was scant consolation, and they left the slippery field in 
a daze. Next day the Scottish newspapers were repentant and full of praise for the 
team they nicknamed the ‘Wembley Wizards’.
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HERBERT CHAPMAN was the first truly great manager; 
first with Huddersfield Town, who he led to two First 
Division championships, and then with Arsenal. When the 

north London club advertised for a manager in 1925 
Chapman applied, knowing that he was the man 

Arsenal wanted and that this was the job he wanted. 
He set about strengthening the team, and one of 
the men he brought in was Charlie Buchan from 

Sunderland.

When Arsenal reached the FA Cup Final for the 
first time in 1927, they were firm favourites to 
beat Cardiff City. But at the very least the Welsh 
fans standing on the Wembley terraces could sing 
better than Arsenal’s followers. It was the first time 
community singing had preceded the final. Cardiff 
must have been inspired by what they were hearing.

But it was a dreadful mistake by the Arsenal 
goalkeeper that handed the cup to City. 
And he was a Welshman.

A shot he should have 
saved comfortably 
slipped through his 
fingers and trickled into the 
net.

So the cup went out of England for 
the first and only time.
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1928

So CHARLIE BUCHAN missed his 
chance of an FA Cup winner’s medal. 
He was nearing the end of his career 

when Chapman brought him to 
Highbury, and he played only one 
more season before hanging up his 
boots and retiring to the typewriter.

Chapman wasn’t done. He took 
Arsenal back to Wembley in 1930 
where they beat his old team 
Huddersfield to complete their first 
FA Cup victory – the first of many.

Not to be outdone, the Germans 
put in an appearance at the final. 
The famous Graf Zeppelin airship 
dipped from the sky and flew over the 
stadium during the match. Take that, 
England.
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1930
In April 1930 Scotland once more visited Wembley, by which time England had 
a completely different line-up. Only two players survived the cull. And full-back 
Fred Goodall and inside-forward Joe Bradford must have had nightmares about 
the previous embarrassment. Scotland were much changed as well, and sadly for 
them the replacements were not such wizards.

The result was reversed, as you can see. The surface of the pitch was more to 
England’s liking, and this time they scored first, and proceeded to add three more 
before half-time.

West Ham’s Vic Watson was a successful replacement for Dean and scored two 
of the goals. Harkness, normally a good and safe goalkeeper, was reduced to a 
gibbering wreck.

Perhaps, after 1928, the Scots were too confident. Certainly England were hugely 
determined that it wouldn’t happen again. Scotland did better in the second half, 
but left the arena severely chastened.
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In the early 1930s Arsenal, 
under Chapman, became the 
outstanding team in the land. 
Four times they won the First 
Division title, and when they 
returned to Wembley for the 1932 
FA Cup Final, they had a chance to do 
the elusive ‘double’. But they were the victims of a 
very controversial goal, and slid to defeat. The ball had quite clearly gone out of 
play when the Newcastle winger centred for his side’s centre-forward to score.

Arsenal were dumbstruck. 
But the goal stood, 

The Magpies went on to win, 2-1. Where is 
VAR when you need it? At half-time the brass band 
played a popular tune of the day, ‘After the Ball Was 
Over’.

EDDIE HAPGOOD was one of the great English defenders 
of the age, and twice left Wembley with an FA Cup 
winner’s medal. For ten years his was the first name to 
go down on Arsenal’s team sheet.
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1930

A bust of Herbert 
Chapman was unveiled, 
and it became a fixture 
in the entrance 
to Highbury.

CLIFF BASTIN’s trophy cabinet also 
had two cup winner’s medals. He was 
a sharpshooting winger who created 
and scored plenty. For England as well 
as Arsenal, he had great memories of 
Wembley.

George Allison succeeded Chapman 
as manager, and immediately signed 
TED DRAKE, a centre-forward from 

Southampton, for £6,000. 

In 1936 Drake was seriously injured while 
playing for England. Arsenal reached the 
cup final once more, but there were doubts 
about Drake’s fitness. Sheffield United were 

the opposition. Although not fully fit, Drake 
did play – and scored the only goal.
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1938
Huddersfield Town and Preston North End had contested the FA Cup Final at 
Stamford Bridge in 1922, the last one to be played before Wembley became the 
recognised venue.

In that match Preston’s goalkeeper wore spectacles, but that didn’t help him in the 
face of the penalty by which Huddersfield won the cup.

Town, under Herbert Chapman would go on to become 
the team of the 1920s, winning the First Division 
championship in three consecutive years from 1924 to 
1926. By 1938 their heyday was over and Chapman 
had gone, but they were still a force to be reckoned 
with. Winger Joe Hulme was playing in his fifth 
FA Cup Final. The previous four had been for 
Arsenal.

Preston were no longer proud, either, and certainly 
not invincible. But they were back at Wembley for the 
second year running. They had lost to a very good 
Sunderland side in 1937. Could they reverse the result 
of 16 years earlier?

And there had not been a penalty in an FA Cup Final 
since that day. 
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1938

In 1938 TOM SMITH had good 
reason to enjoy the thought of going 
to Wembley. He helped Scotland 

to beat England 1-0, and 
then he led out his club 
Preston North End in 
the FA Cup Final. A no-

nonsense, hard tackling defender, 
Smith had joined North End from 
Kilmarnock in 1936.

BILL SHANKLY was another from north of 
the border who served North End well. He 

travelled in easy stages from Scotland 
via Carlisle United before finally 
arriving in Preston in 1933 for £500. 

That would not buy a toenail today, 
but Shankly played until the war, and 
after. 

He was capped five times for Scotland, 
and later went back to Wembley as the 

very successful manager of Liverpool.
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1938

It was not quite as dismal a game as the cartoon suggests, but it wasn’t a classic 
either. It was lacking in goalmouth activity, so was not terribly exciting. The 
midfield ruled, and full-backs hoofed the ball out of danger rather than using it 
constructively. Then it was hoofed back. You had to have sympathy for the poor 
football.

For Huddersfield, Boot put the boot in, 
and Shankly was North End’s hard man. 
Consequently no forward had a clear 
and obvious chance at goal. Ninety 
minutes came and went, goalless, and 
extra time looked like it was going 
the same way. Neither of the two 
goalkeepers had been severely tested. 
As the game entered its final minute the 
BBC television commentator was heard 
to say, ‘Well, only seconds left now. If anyone 
scores I’ll eat my hat.’

Then, by a curious twist of fate, came a penalty. It was 1922 all over again, and a 
chance for Preston to avenge what happened. Perhaps neither penalty was clear-
cut, but the ball was on the spot.* George Mutch, dazed from his tumble, picked 
himself up.

‘I just closed my eyes and hit it,’ he later said. Somewhere a commentator was 
eating his hat.

*My grandfather, a Preston North End supporter, often told me he was standing 
behind the goal where Mutch scored the penalty. It hit the underside of the bar 
before going in.
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1946
When football resumed after the hostilities, little had changed. Wembley stadium 
was the same, unbombed and unscathed, although looking a little tired. The fans, 
however, had a renewed appetite for football. Back in civilian life and eager to 
forget the war, they hurried towards the turnstiles in their trilby hats and their 
demob coats in unprecedented numbers, and wedged themselves into the grounds.

The resumption of the Football League was still a few months away, but the FA 
Cup set people’s hearts racing again. Wembley had staged ‘wartime finals’, but in 
May 1946 this was once again the real thing. 

Portsmouth had held the FA Cup for seven long years after winning the last final 
before the war, which brought things to a pause. 

Wolves, captained by the great Stan Cullis, were overwhelming favourites that 
day, but nerves got the better of them and Pompey got the goals. Portsmouth 
were eliminated early from the 1946 tournament, and had to retrieve the famous 
trophy from their cellar and hand it back. Derby County had reached the final this 
time, driven on by their two magical inside-forwards – England’s Raich Carter 
and Irishman Peter Doherty. Carter had already been a cup winner at Wembley in 
1937 with Sunderland.

Charlton Athletic lined up on the opposite side of the centre line. The Valley, 
where they played, would hold almost as many spectators as Wembley itself, and 
often over 60,000 would assemble to watch Charlton play. Their goalkeeper was 
Sam Bartram, as brilliant as he was eccentric. More of Sam later, but this final was 
billed as the battle of the redheads – Doherty and Bartram.

Some 100,000 packed the stadium that day, simply glad to be back ‘proper’ – and 
for the million listeners at home there was Raymond Glendenning on the steam 
radio barking out the news that ‘STAMPS HAS SCORED!’

It certainly turned out to be an entertaining affair, and many experts nominated it 
as the ‘best Wembley final so far’.
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1946

When Portsmouth’s 
JIMMY GUTHRIE lifted 

the FA Cup at Wembley 
after a shock defeat of 

Wolves in 1939, he 
couldn’t have imagined 

it would be seven years 
before he had to hand it 

back!

Irishman PETER DOHERTY’s best years 
were before the war, when he won a First 
Division championship with Manchester 

City. Conversely he then experienced 
relegation with them the following season. His 
first English club had been Blackpool. The 1946 

final was the only time Peter played 
at Wembley. Later that year he left 

Derby after a disagreement with the 
directors.

He did return to Wembley as 
manager of the Northern Ireland 

team who won a memorable victory 
over England in 1957 (see page 74).
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1946

Yes, Jack Stamps did score – twice – in extra time, but he was merely decorating 
the cake that had been baked and iced by Doherty, who was head and shoulders 
above anyone else on the Wembley field. But for nearly all of the 90 minutes he 
and his fellow attackers were frustrated by Charlton’s resolute defence, and by 
Bartram’s safe goalkeeping.

Derby did most of the pressing, and deserved their eventual 
victory. Bartram’s goal stayed intact until Turner 
inadvertently deflected Duncan’s shot 
into his own net. Only five minutes 
remained. But Derby had no time to 
celebrate as immediately Charlton 
won a free kick, and Turner atoned for 
his own goal.

So an extra half-hour was needed. It was then that 
Derby took the game by the scruff of the neck. Having 
won his personal scrap with Bartram when he fired his 
side back in front, Doherty then set up the two late goals 
for Stamps.

AND STAMPS HAS SCORED!’ screamed the commentator...
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